

Aim:





Amos brought God’s word into contemporary society. As we study Amos today, he helps us to know how to bring God’s word into our society both in the church and in our day-to-day lives.





5 main themes from Amos’ understanding:


1) God. What is God like? What do you struggle with? 


Amos sees God as creator; active in history; just and righteous; holy and desires his people to be holy; makes demands on his people; committed to his people because he loves us; has a heart for the marginalised, the poor and the broken. Look up some of the verses from Amos to check these things out e.g. 3:2-3; 3:7-8; 4:1; 4:9; 5:14; 5:24; 7:7-8 etc.





2) Judgment. 3:8. God’s justice and righteousness flow out. God’s judgment is on those who don’t know him but particularly on those who do know him. 7:7-9. How do you understand the plumb line? The nearer we are to God, the closer we are to scrutiny.





3) Society. We have opportunities of bringing God’s love and grace into a hurting world. We live in a world where people still like to take charge of people and to oppress. The Lord is concerned about how war is waged, how commerce is carried out, when ruling classes become self-important, when there is perversion of justice in the courts, when there is cheating in the market place.


What do we do to stand up for God’s standards and light?





4) Religion – Religion that had strayed from the law of God – ritualised religion. Bethel and Gilgal were centres of religious observance but see what God says (5:4-6) – What are the challenges to our faith today





5) Hope. 9:11-15. What hope do we give to the world today?





Introduction. The national borders of Israel (the northern kingdom) under king Jeroboam II and Judah (the southern kingdom) under king Uzziah were as extensive in Amos’ day as they were under the united kingdom of David and Solomon. Times were good, and this was a season of prosperity. This time of prosperity was being interpreted as a time of special divine protection and provision from God. 





How do we view material prosperity? Is it good or bad? Is it a sign of God’s special favour? Why?





God called Amos. He wasn’t a professional prophet, but God called him (7:14-15). God took him into unfamiliar territory to speak out God’s truth into that situation. How do we hear God’s call today?





Amos was a seer. The Lord said to him, “What do you see?” Has anyone in your group ever had a picture, vision or impression from God? How do you know it is from God? How do you start to understand it? (8:1-2)





Over a period of time, God is revealing a clearer picture to Amos of this bowl of ripe fruit. The danger is that we like to examine the picture too much. God is using something very simple to get the attention of Amos. It was not Amos’ role to work out what is in the bowl – God just asks, “What do you see?” What is God getting your attention with? The question is as important today. 





How should we as a church receive, share and interpret pictures and prophesies that come from God? Discuss in the light of things that have been shared at RBC.








Going on:





Spend some time in your groups considering this message and decide how you are going to progress it this week.
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