

Aim:





To help us to look afresh at the work of the Holy Spirit and being open to what He wants to do in our lives.





3) John 20:19-23





Peace – 20:19; In the OT, peace translates the Hebrew word ‘Shalom’ – the well-being that comes from God. When we enter into something new it often leads to disquiet, but Jesus’ gift is peace. 


Commissioning – 20:21; Where was Jesus sending his disciples / us? Why is it linked to Jesus’ own sending?


Breath of Life – 20:22; (c.f. Genesis 2:7) – the church often focuses on power but Jesus focuses on life. Why does Jesus breathe on them? What does it mean for us?


Authority – 20:23; Do Christians have the right to forgive sins? Do Christians have the right to withhold forgiveness?





1) Introduction





Trinity – Genesis 1:2; John 1:1 – Father, Son and Spirit there right from the beginning. Why is our Trinitarian belief important?


Joel 2:28ff – God’s presence by His Spirit is not new, but what does it mean to us today?


Symbols – Dove – John 1:32; Wind – Acts 2:2; Fire – Acts 2:3; Water – John 7:37-39; Oil – 1 Samuel 16:13. How do these symbols help with our understanding of the person and work of the Holy Spirit? 


Person – Father is a person, Son is a person, and Spirit is a person. The Spirit is referred to as ‘he’ and not ‘it’. (See e.g. John 14:17) Why is this important in our understanding of who the Spirit is?





2) John 14:15-27





Another Counsellor – 14:16; not as orphans – 14:18. What is the work of the counsellor? How did this encourage the disciples then and us now?


Teach and Remind – 14:26; Why is this knowledge important and what does the Holy Spirit remind us of?


Peace – 14:27; What sort of peace does the Holy Spirit bring?


Conviction – 16:7-11; What is this aspect of the work of the Holy Spirit? If the presence of the Holy Spirit brings conviction in these areas, what may happen to us when the Holy Spirit is present?


Truth – 16:13; What is the truth that the Holy Spirit leads us into?


Bringing Glory – 16:14; How can you tell if something is of the Holy Spirit or not?








Going on:





John 14-16 is about understanding whereas John 20 is about experience. We need both. If all we have is knowledge of the Holy Spirit without experience of him, we miss out on his presence in our lives. If all we have is experience without knowledge we have no foundation in our Christian lives. We need the teaching but we also need the experience.
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