

Aim:





The Holy Spirit is described as the Counsellor or Comforter (John 14:16). Comfort doesn’t always equal comfortable. In many ways, the Holy Spirit is an uncomfortable comforter. We are going to focus on the ways lives are changed and to warn us of what we may expect when God fill us with the Holy Spirit.


Read Acts 9:1-19





4) Spiritual Attack. E.g. Acts 16:16-18, Paul and Silas at Philippi; also Acts 8:4-8, Philip in Samaria. Two things go hand in hand, healings and people trapped by evil spirits. As soon as we are filled with God’s Holy Spirit there is one who wants to rob us of that and we will be more aware of the spiritual forces around us. What evidence do you see of spirit forces in the world around? How should we confront them?





5) Persecution. Persecution goes hand in hand with those full of God’s Spirit. (Acts 5:17-20 and Acts 9:4). What was the cause of this persecution? Do we face persecution today? If so, in what way? If not, why not? When was the last time someone seemed to be against you because of your faith in Christ?





6) Misunderstanding and Conflict. Jesus experienced it loads of times, especially from the religious leaders – e.g. when he spent time with “sinners”. At Pentecost, some people didn’t get it, they thought the followers of Jesus had had too much to drink (Acts 2:13). Where today may there be misunderstandings over the work of God’s Spirit? How do we discern what is of God’s Spirit? How and when may we be responsible for putting out the Spirit’s fire (1 Thessalonians 5:19)





After Pentecost there was a massive transformation in the lives of the followers of Jesus. 





1) Dependency. After His baptism, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness – He was filled and led; there was dependency upon God’s Spirit.  In Acts, the disciples were dependent upon God’s spirit. They would go anywhere the Spirit leads e.g. Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8:26). When did you last sense God’s leading in this way? Why did it happen then and not now?





2) Perspective. Seeing things in a different way and with a new urgency. E.g. Peter at Pentecost – what a change from the person who denied Jesus (Acts 2:14). Also, the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:54-60): Stephen spoke forgiveness over those who were about to kill him. Even at death he was full of God’s love. Death had no power over him because he had a new perspective on life. What made the difference for Stephen (see Acts 6:3, 5 and 8)? In what ways has being a Christian changed your perspective on life already? If we lived in the fullness of God’s Spirit, what changes to our perspective would that bring about?





3) Breakthrough. E.g. Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10 especially verse 28). Also look at Ananias in Acts 9 who was directed by God’s Spirit to reach out to Saul (an uncomfortable pastoral visit!). But he approached Saul with the words, “Brother Saul.” God, by His Spirit, breaks through our traditions. He calls us into unfamiliar territory with words of peace, reconciliation and forgiveness. In these examples, what were the traditions and expectations that the Spirit of God broke down? What things does God want to change today in our lives and in our church?











Going on:





Filling with the Holy Spirit is not a once in a lifetime experience, but we need to know more of him every day, as he desires more of us.
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