

Aim:





Today we look at what happened at the first Pentecost. The Holy Spirit came in extraordinary manifestations and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. This is no normal event. This is a spiritual explosion. Do we expect God to move like this today?


Read Acts 2:1-21





3) Urgency





Look at some of the passages in the early part of Acts and see what the early church did by way of being pioneers. E.g. Acts 3:6; 4:33; 5:19; 5:41f etc. What are the qualities of pioneers and settlers? (If it helps, why not write down a list in parallel columns.) Which am I called to be? Why? How do we effectively fulfil our calling? 





Paul talks about unity and agreement, but he was still urgent about the work of the Gospel. How did that work out with Barnabas (Acts 15:36ff)? Are there times when we drag our feet instead of getting on with the work?





4) Natural





Naturally supernatural (see Acts 5:13). How does the world regard the church today? How does the town regard RBC today? How can we in our normality be asking a supernatural God to work? How do we naturally go about our daily work but ask a supernatural God to be in that? 








Introduction





Up to now the disciples’ understanding of the Spirit was Jesus breathing on them after the resurrection. Now we have the fulfilment of John the Baptists’ prophetic word (Matthew 3:11). What is the meaning of John’s prophecy? A spiritual explosion – not normal.





1) Supernatural





Acts 1:8 – What did the disciples need power for? The word usually translated ‘power’ (Gk dynamis) means the capacity of someone to carry something out, and in our context especially in the spiritual realm. How did Jesus go about using his power? See for example his healing ministry – touch, intimacy, closeness is extremely important to him. What do we learn from Jesus model e.g. healing?





Something was now different – Jesus said, ‘Greater things than these you will do because I go to the Father.’ On the day of Pentecost 3000 people became believers. 





God works in ways we don’t understand.  How do we want God to work amongst us today? Are we expecting a spiritual God to work in a spiritual way? Are we open to the supernatural amongst us?





2) Boldness





Acts 2:14 – What change had taken place in Peter? What did this boldness mean for those early Christians (see e.g. Acts 4:29-30; 9:28)? There was a new boldness. In what way should we be bold in what we ask of God?











Going on:





Am I known as someone full of the Holy Spirit? Jesus said that all we need to do is to ask (see Luke 11:13). Pray that God’s Spirit will come upon you individually and as a group.
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