


Aim:





To help us to understand that God is still a God of revelation. Despite Moses having run away from Egypt and his own people, God spoke to him and called him to the work of deliverance and salvation 


Read: Exodus 2:23-3:17








4) The God who uses names (3:4)


God called Moses by name – he is always personal. In Egypt the Israelites had become a ‘something’ but with God we are ‘someone.’  See the importance of names e.g. Isaiah 43:1; John 10:3


Think of other examples. 


Why is this important?





5) The God of freedom (3:17)


“I have promised to bring you out ...”


God is in the business of saving people from oppression and bringing deliverance. Jesus bought our freedom on the cross. Freedom is a position we take in response to Christ’s victory over sin and Satan.


What do we need to be set free from (and to)? (Consider this for our church, your group and for you as an individual)





1) The God of the long haul. (2:23)


Moses was 40 years old when he left Egypt and now it was another 40 years on. This was a long period of darkness for the Israelites in slavery and for Moses in exile. (Look at the earlier paragraph in chapter 2 to review what had happened to Moses.) What clue to how Moses felt is given in the name he gave his first son (Gershom means ‘alien in a foreign land)? Suggest reasons why God waited such a long time. What encouragements does that give you?





2) The God who hears, sees and remembers (2:23-25; 3:7-8)


What do these verses tell us about God’s character? What was the covenant (2:24) and why was God’s remembering so important? What parallel do we have in the New Covenant? In the long period of silence, we may doubt, but God never forgets.





3) The God who uses signs (3:1-5)


Moses was carrying on his normal job when he had an encounter with God. God speaks to Moses through the burning bush. Bushes on fire in that arid desert were commonplace, but this one attracted Moses’ attention because it burned but was not consumed. A sign is God’s way of getting attention. God uses something natural doing something that is supernatural to get Moses’ attention. (The sign was not an end in itself.)





Tim suggested the most important part of this passage was Moses’ response “I will go over,” – he took a couple of steps over towards the bush. God spoke to him because he responded. 





What biblical principles are here?


What signs has God given you?


What other ways does God speak to us?











Going on:





God who is the I AM wants to do things his way and in his time. Spend time together waiting on God and asking him to speak to you and be ready to respond.
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