


Aim:





The call to ‘let my people go’ is God’s call for us to be involved in social justice in the world today. Social justice is the heart of the Gospel (see Luke 4:18-19)





Questions





1) How as God’s people do we speak out God’s truth today?


Remember Aaron’s snake – it was bigger and better than those of Pharaoh’s magicians. With God on our side, nothing can hold us back. We, as God’s church, are called to speak out for those who have no voice; to speak for the rights of the oppressed. This is the heart of the Gospel.





2) Do we seek God more in the miracle rather than in the message? The signs in Exodus were not about the power of the miracle but about the power of God. His truth changes lies; His power is in the word He speaks.





3) Do we see ourselves as God’s divisions against evil and for social justice in the world today? What are we doing about it?





Read Exodus 6:28 – 7:24





Pharaoh was a bully and bullied his way through (common in leadership). The people were complainers. Moses was asked to do something he didn’t want to do – to go back to Egypt to his people and to release them from Pharaoh’s grip. He tried excuses. What was his excuse?





Moses had God on his side. He was also given his brother, Aaron, as his prophet / helper. (“Make you as God ...” The Pharaohs were considered gods, so Moses was to be Pharaoh’s equal.  “Aaron will be your prophet.” Aaron was to be his spokesperson as the prophets are to God.)





God knew what was coming and equipped Moses to cope. Whatever God asks of us he’s doing because with him on our side, we can do his bidding. “No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of what others have had to face. All you need to remember is that God will never let you down; he'll never let you be pushed past your limit; he'll always be there to help you come through it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13 (TMV)





God made it even harder, “I will harden Pharaoh’s heart” (v3). What does this mean and why?





The two miracles – staff into snake and water into blood (the first of the plagues). Do not underrate the power of the evil one. He is not equal to God, but he is powerful. Don’t take him lightly. We cannot take him on in our own strength, but the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) In what ways does the evil one try to get at us? How do we stand against him?





These were Pharaoh’s first encounters with God. God uses signs and wonders to get his point across. In the NT signs and wonders are evidence of Jesus at work. 








Going on:





Pray through ways in which God has challenged you through this message and study. What are you going to do about it?
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