

Aim:





That we guard and nurture what has been entrusted to us and we produce fruit to the glory of God.





The story that Jesus told is rooted in God’s story in the Bible. the idea of Israel being the vineyard is found in Isaiah 5:1-7 and the Scriptures Jesus quotes from are from Isaiah 8:14-15 and Psalm 118:22 and 26.





These verses are often quoted in the New Testament. If you have time, look at the following verses and use them as a source of praise to God. Acts 4:10-12; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-9a.





From this story, God is very clear what he wants to say and what he will do.





a) Replacement – he weeps over Jerusalem – Those in leadership are to be replaced. 





b) New responsibility – There were 12 tribes now there are 12 disciples. the mission of God’s new community is to reach out to the whole world. 





c) New community – the new community is not to be nationalistic – it is there to bear fruit.





d) Sin most unreasonable – love incomprehensible. Who would send their beloved son into a situation like that? 





What challenges and encouragements does this give you individually and as a group?








This parable was told to Jewish leaders who failed to be in touch with what God is doing. Jesus blamed the Jews and in particular their leaders for killing the prophets and not nurturing God’s people or safe-guarding God’s revelation (see e.g. Matthew 23:37-39)





As for the people, and his disciples in particular, Jesus didn’t tie in with their expectations. He started well with all the miracles and the teachings which they admired (he teaches as one who has authority), but then he started talking about his imminent death. They couldn’t understand this or put it into context.





What examples do you have of things that God has done in your life which you can’t understand or put into context at the time, but subsequently, it becomes quite clear what God has been doing in your life?





In this story Jesus explains about his death and his relationship with Israel. The story is of an absentee landlord and the tenants have to pay in produce. Not to do so automatically closes the tenancy agreement, but they go worse than that by killing the heir to the estate. 





Vineyard 	= Israel (see Isaiah 5)


Owner		= God


Tenant	= religious leaders


Servants	= prophets


Son		= Jesus





The vineyard owner had prepared well (wall, winepress, watchtower) and he waited patiently. He didn’t act in haste, even when the tenants beat or killed his servants. He gave more opportunities for repentance. 





Are there situations in your life where you have deliberately or unintentionally gone against God’s messengers? What can you do about it?








Going on:





This parable presents a picture of what it means to know him and belong to him. Our purpose is to bear fruit. That puts a big smile of God’s face. Is God smiling at us?
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