

Aim:





God goes out of his way to make sure that the invitation to the wedding banquet for His Son goes out to everyone. The response to that invitation is a personal one.





B) Garments (11-14)


Talk through the following points and apply them to your own life and your witness:





Inner righteousness – not something physical – inner rather than outward religious


Putting on Christ – God puts the garments on us – if you are coming to his party you have to wear the right clothes


Judgment – not a comfortable picture – what will happen to those who reject God? What will happen to those who make the right noises but are not truly out for God?


Many invited – few are chosen – we are holy because of the cross of Christ, but we have to wear the garments of his righteousness





Read Matthew 22:1-14





The parable is about a king going to great trouble for his son getting married. The original guests keep crying off. So, he sends his servants to invite anyone else. Those for whom the Kingdom was originally intended have rejected it, so God has opened it up to others. 





The idea of God’s banquet is common in Scripture.


“Let him lead me to the banquet hall, and let his banner over me be love.” (Song of Solomon 2:4)


“You prepare a table before me” (Psalm 23:5)


The feeding of the 5000 became a feast rather than a picnic. (John 6:1-12)


Jesus invites us to come and eat (Revelation 3:20)


“The Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples” (Isaiah 25:6)





A) Invitations (1-10)


Relate the following to your experience:


1) Invitational God – ‘Come to me’ ... He allows us to come near


2) Indifference – those initially invited refused to come


3) Rejection – they killed the servants


4) Persecution – in Jesus’ day e.g. John the Baptist. Those who give the invitation are often badly treated


5) Judgment – God’s judgment is sure though not immediate – burning of the city probably refers to AD 70


6) Anyone you find – the new invitations go out – inviting ‘these kinds of people’ to the wedding – but they are no different to us – we mustn’t see ourselves as different to ‘those out there’. 


7) Filled with guests – the party hasn’t started yet








Going on:





What invitation is God giving to you? Satan wants to take our joy away – joy that runs through even when we are struggling.
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