

Aim:





a) To show that God is patient; he is not rushed into judgment but waits for the right time


b) To know that God’s waiting is not a sign of his absence but that he is present and bringing in his Kingdom.





2) Knowing what it means to live in his Kingdom today





Jesus knew what it was like for people to do the judging now e.g. Luke 5:30





We want to judge now but God waits? Why?





God is patient. Look at e.g. Romans 2:4; 


1 Peter 3:20; also Philippians 1:6





What do you learn about the works of the evil one from this Parable?





When Jesus was on earth he had an ongoing conflict with the evil one. Even though he has won the victory, we coexist with evil. 





The picture we come back to is the uncomfortable one of the weeds and the wheat together. 





When will be the final vindication and what will it look like?





Think about the different ways that Jesus used to communicate his message of the Kingdom. What means did he use? What was his audience for that means?





How do you communicate what you believe to others? What sorts of different means do you use for different people?





Read Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43


1) Laying down our expectations about the Kingdom of God





If you were God, what would your Kingdom on earth look like?





What were the expectations in Jesus’ day – e.g. what was John the Baptist expecting (c.f. Matthew 3:11-12)?





What was Jesus’ message about the Kingdom here in this Parable?





In this Parable what is / are


The sower of good seed


The seeds


The field


The sower of the weeds


The weeds


The harvest





(NB it is very important to note that just because these different parts of the parable here have specific meanings, they are not necessarily the same meanings in the previous parable of the sower)





Think very carefully and prayerfully. What is the application of this parable in our situation today?








Going on:





May we each and every day know what it means to live in his Kingdom where he lets everything grow together, not because he is absent but because he is present and he loves us.
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