


Aim:





Moses’ God is our God. During this series on Moses we will be focussing on Moses’ early life and learning more about who God is and what he has done for us. God wants us to be people who are filled with hope. 


Read: Exodus 1:8-2:10








What does it mean in reality to know victory over death now?





How should that affect us a) as we live out our lives day by day, and b) as we minister to those who are dying?





2b) We must die to enter salvation 


“Make me a channel of Your peace�It is pardoning that we are pardoned�In giving to all men that we receive;�And in dying that we're born to eternal life.”  (Sebastian Temple – based on St Francis of Assisi)





Look at Romans 6:1-7. 





What does it mean to die to sin? 





What difference does it make? 





Why is baptism such a powerful symbol?





What does Jesus mean for us by what he says in Luke 9:23?





3) Keeping hope alive


Moses’ mother risked everything in hope and ended up nursing her own baby with the protection of the daughter of Pharaoh. We cannot speculate as to what may have happened if the circumstances had been different, but what we do know is that Moses was brought up depending fully on God and that whatever was to happen in the future, his hope was secure in God because he had his foundation back in the family God.





How do we keep our hope alive?





Why is the Christian family important?





1) Life is to be preserved.


The Hebrew midwives were ordered by the King to kill off all the baby boys as they were born. That was a shocking order. However, to disobey the King would be to risk loss of job, loss of status and even the death penalty for themselves. But these women, whose reverence for life flowed from their reverence for God, refused to murder the boys, and God blessed them.





Why do most Christians believe in the sanctity of life? 





How does this affect our attitudes to a) abortion and b) euthanasia? 





Is it a Christian principle that every life has value and if so what should we as Christians be doing in the debate over abortion and euthanasia?





2) Dying is the way to New Life


In order to preserve his life, Moses effectively entered death. The very means by which the baby boys were being killed was the means by which his life was preserved. The children were being thrown into the river. Moses too was thrown into the river, but he had a covering, the little basket daubed with tar and pitch to keep it watertight. Moses’ mother risked everything in order that Moses might be saved. Moses in effect died and entered new life.





2a) Jesus entered death so he can save us.


Why did Jesus die? 





Jesus died to break the power of death. In dying and rising again, Jesus has proved that there is hope beyond the grave. As the Apostle Paul says, “Christi died for our sins ... was raised on the third day” (1 Corinthians 15:3) and further down, “In Christ all will be made alive.” (v 22), and then, “The last enemy to be destroyed is death” (v 26), and yet again, quoting from the Old Testament, “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” (v54) 














Going on:





Make this your prayer


“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)
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