


Aim:





Set free to worship





Read Exodus 12:1-28





5) I am the LORD (v12)





What did these words mean to Moses? When we hear these words spoken to us, what do they mean to us? Can you think of any New Testament occurrences where Jesus brings this encouragement? These are words of grace and words of power.





6) Finishing off the enemy (v36)





Why do you think God allowed the Israelites to plunder the Egyptians? Do you think God had gone too far? Why? What had been their perception of the might of the Egyptians? How were the tables turned? God wants to make sure we stamp our authority on the things that have imprisoned us. There was a Lamb slain so that we can have life to the full. Jesus has the victory. Over what areas of our lives do we need to see God’s victory and do we need to go one stage further and ‘plunder the Egyptians’?








 1) Absolute obedience (v28)





Things were getting tougher rather than better (see Exodus 5:5-9). What kind of questions do you ask of God when life gets tough? Despite hard times, what did the people do? Everyone was to be involved. Each household was to be covered by the blood. 





2) Understanding of Sacrifice (v13)





The important element of the Passover (Heb: pesach; Gk: pascha) was the symbolism of the blood. “When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” (See also Leviticus 17:11b; Matthew 26:28; 1 Corinthians 5:7b; Hebrews 9:22) We meet because the Lamb of God has died so we have life. (John 1:29) Why is the blood so important, and why a lamb? Hope in the middle of oppression. He made the sacrifice so that we can be released.





3) Readiness and Urgency (v11)





How were they to be when they ate the meal? What is the equivalent for us to enable us to be ready? They were ready to go at any point. God wants to break through the casualness of our faith. Casualness in Egypt would have meant death. We want to go now because we are not putting up with this any longer. What are the oppressions of Egypt that you need to be ready to get rid of and for God to bring you into a new place of freedom? 





4) Keep Watch (v42)





During the whole incident, God is keeping vigil. “Keep watch” reminds us of Jesus’ words to his disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:41). Our vigilance is a response to His vigil. God even keeps vigil in the dark places. Out of the darkness of Genesis 1, God brings light. In the darkness, God is present (Psalm 121:1-8). What encouragements of God’s vigil do you have?








Going on:





This may be an opportunity for you as a group to share communion – our meal to celebrate the covering of the blood of the Lamb
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